Spinal cord compression secondary to epidural bilharzioma: case report.
A case of an epidural granuloma due to Schistosoma mansoni compressing the spinal cord at T7-T9 is presented. The patient, a 35-year-old Brazilian man, started complaining of recurrent back pain since 2003. A magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) scan showed a large epidural mass extending from T7 to T9 and causing mild spinal cord compression. Through a bilateral laminectomy the bilharzioma was subtotally removed without significant bleeding. The histopathology confirmed the diagnosis of granuloma due to S. mansoni. The patient recovered completely. Although the MRI is nonspecific, this differential diagnosis should be included in homogeneous epidural lesions without bone involvement, more than ever in endemic countries or during the evaluation of travelers to those regions.